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53 January 13, 1922. 

MORTALITY FROM TUBERCULOSIS, 1920. 

The Bureau of the Census announces that nearly 100,000 deaths 
were due to tuberculosis in the death registration area of the United 
States in 1920, and if the rest of the United States had as many 
deaths from this cause in proportion to the population, the total 
number of deaths from tuberculosis in the entire United States for 
1920 was about 122,000, whereas for 1919 the number is estimated 
as 132,000, or 10,000 more than for 1920. 

The trend of the tuberculosis death rate is downward. In the 
registration area of the 33 States which show rates for more than 
one year, 29 in the following table show their lowest rates for the 
year 1920. The tuberculosis death rate in the registration area in 
1920 was 114.2 per 100,000 population, against 125.6 per 100,000 
population for the year 1919. 

To permit better interstate comparisons for the year 1920, adjusted 
rates based on the standard million population have been calculated. 
The highest adjusted tuberculosis rate for 1920 is 215.7 per 
100,000 population for the State of Colorado, and the lowest is 40.8 
per 100,000 population for the adjoining State of Utah. The high 
rate for Colorado is evidence not of unhealthfulness of climate, but 
of the attractiveness of the Colorado climate to persons afflicted 
with tuberculosis. 

For the States in which at least 10 per cent of the population was 
colored, adjusted rates have been calculated separately for the 
white and colored populations. In this group of States the highest 
adjusted tuberculosis rate for the white population is 137.6 per 
100,000 for Kentucky, and the highest adjusted rate for the colored 
population is 354.9 per 100,000 population for the same State. The 
lowest adjusted tuberculosis rate for the white population is 54.2 
for Mississippi, and the lowest for the colored population is 175.2 
per 100,000 population for Florida. 
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Deaths and death rates from tubereulom (all forms) in the registration area (exclusive of 
Haivaii) and in the registration States, 1916-1920. 





Number of deaths. 
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3,109 

873 
2,577 

879 
1,698 

793 
2,390 
1,549 

841 
4,901 
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9,334 
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114.2 
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146.0 
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48.2 
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80.9 
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83.6 
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106.9 
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115.8 
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89.1 
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131.3 
120.0 

65.5 
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312.6 

39.1 
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142.9 
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124.2 

175.3 

215.1 
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74.9 
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344.2 
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94.7 
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ffl 

102.5 
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140.2 

69.8 
199.0 
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466.0 
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207.6 
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( 3 ) 








! 




117.1 
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144.4 
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167.9 
161.8 
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94.7 
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88.1 
151.6 
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447.0 
181.5 
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67.9 
215.4 
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151.5 
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47.8 
104.4 
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315.9 
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94.4 


149. 2 
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438.0 
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151.1 
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249.4 


Ohio 


126.4 




(') 




133.0 


White 
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301.7 
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1 Rate not calculated. 

' Including the District of Columbia. 

> Not admitted to registration area until a later date. 



